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Home Improvement Home Improvement Home Improvement Home Improvement Home Improvement Home Improvement Home Improvement Home Improvement

North’s Custom Masonry
Retaining & Decorative Walls 

Stonework • Patios and Walkways
Fire pits, Fireplaces & Chimneys

Repointing Brick 
Concrete and Paver Driveways

Angie’s List member
Call Brian 540-533-8092

Free estimates, BBB, Lic./Ins.

DODSON’S TREE & 
LANDSCAPING, LLC

TRIMMING & TOPPING, SPRAYING, TREE REMOVAL, 
STUMP GRINDING, MULCHING, PRUNING, CABLING, 
FEEDING, LOT CLEARING, FENCING, PAINTING, 
POWERWASHING, PLANTING, GRADING, SEEDING, 
RETAINING WALLS, PATIOS, WALKWAYS
MOWING AND LAWN MAINTENANCE
WE PROUDLY ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS.

Residential and Commercial

LICENSED/INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

OFFICE - (540)987-8531
CELL - (540)214-8407

Complete Tree Service 
NOW offering All Phases of  

Landscaping & Masonry
Gravel Driveways

North’s Tree Service & Landscaping
Family Owned & Operated for over 30 Years

Quality Work Guaranteed

Honest & Dependable
Brian North, Owner

(540) 533-8092

Free Estimates, Lic. Ins.

Summer Discounts Save 25%

Need a Plumber?  Call our Number!
Call or text us at 703.919.3774 or email 

us at NeedAPlumberLLC@gmail.com.

Check us out on Facebook, Google, and 
Home Advisor.

Call: 703-994-4940

MOTTERN MASONRY
Historic Restorations 
Specializing In Custom 
Patios • Walls • Stoops 

• Driveways • Walkways  
• Small & Large Repairs  

• Grading • Drainage Issues

All Work Guaranteed • Free Estimates
Top Rated on Angie’s List • Licensed & Insured

703.496.7491
www.motternmasonry.com

 Design

Spring is Here!
Advertise Now!
Contact Karen Washburn:

kwashburn@fairfaxtimes.com
703-994-4940

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable Prices, Licensed & Insured.
SPRING CLEAN-UP

Tree removal, shaping & pruning, 
shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf 

removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning, 
retaining walls, drainage problems, etc. 24 HR 

Emergency
Tree

Service

Over 25 years experience
Free Estimates

703-868-5358

SAVE UP TO 25%

No Contract,
On-Demand Lawn
Mowing Services

with Neighborhood Discounts

www.GreenBlade.net 
571-565-2444

help.greenblade@gmail.com
“GreenBlade” at App Stores

GreenBlade

Residential • Commercial
Pressure Washing • Staining Decks • 20 Years Experience

Interior • Exterior •Licensed • Insured

4265 Americana Dr. Tel. 703-750-5443
Annandale, VA 22003 Cell 703-623-3858

Free Estimates

www.christopainting.bmbnow.com

CHRISTO PAINTINGCHRISTO PAINTING ����������������
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10% OFF POLISHING
(Limit One Item)

Advertise Your
Business Today!

Email: kwashburn@fairfaxtimes.com

Advertise Your
Business Today!

Contact Karen Washburn
kwashburn@fairfaxtimes.com  •  703-994-4940

nn For 32 years, 
remodeler Michael 

Nash has been 
developing award-

winning outdoor 
living solutions

By John Byrd
SPECIAL TO THE FAIRFAX 

COUNTY TIMES

The project: a rear elevation 
plan that combines a mid-level 
screened-in porch with a below-
deck “kids” play zone. The 
far-reaching makeover-- which 
replaces a small builder-grade 
screened porch with a substan-
tially larger accommodation 
boasting many outdoor entertain-
ment components-- was recently 
introduced into the home of an 
Ashburn couple by Michael Nash 
Design Build and Homes. The 
owners had occupied the home 
for about 14 years but had de-
cided to transform their house 
into a more permanent address-- 
something that will work for the 
family for years to come.   

“Owners today are actively 
searching for ways to better uti-
lize the home they already know,” 
says Sonny Nazemian, Michael 
Nash’s founder and president. 
“As a company, we are adept at 
achieving large improvements in 
functionality and design while 
adding comparatively little square 
footage. Our whole approach is 
to expand what’s possible within 

a budget by prioritizing and fo-
cusing the investment where it 
counts.”

Looking back, the owners of 
the 5,000 square foot Ashburn 
residence were seeking an out-
door living solution that would 
better satisfy warm weather en-
tertainment requirements.

With three school-age chil-
dren underfoot, the plan called 
for an organic way to sequester 
the children’s play zones from 
the more relaxed adult pursuits 
likely to occur in the screened-in 
porch. Porch activities might in-
clude dining, listening to music 
or watching a sporting event or 
a movie on the Wi-Fi television-- 

all under a rotating overhead fan 
if desired, or by an open fire in 
cooler weather.

“The owners wanted adaptable 
indoor-outdoor space that will work 
well for seven or eight months of 
the year,” Nazemian adds. “This 
is the real essence of the outdoor 
living  challenge today-- extending 
the time one can spend outside the 
home’s primary envelop, enjoying 
the beauty of nearby trees in an 
open-air setting.”

Aesthetics being the project’s 
major driver, an outside retaining 
wall inspired Michael Nash de-
signers to clad the exposed rear 
elevation in stone and to add a 
floor-to-ceiling hearth. Beveled 

tongue-and-groove ceiling and 
wood-grained porcelain flooring 
reinforce the interior’s rustic har-
monics. 

On an adjacent outside deck, 
there’s an 8-by-8-foot Jacuzzi. 
Below the porch, the children’s 
play zone features a broad flag-
stone patio, a swinging couch and 
a second television. 

The deeper satisfaction for 
the owners, however, is the beau-
tifully articulated multi-tiered 
family play space with its many 
well-defined, cleverly-integrated 
activity zones, to wit: 
§§ •A stone firepit on the plat’s 
southeast corner offers a wel-
coming, slightly-elevated view 

of the surrounding country-
side-- a perfect gathering spot 
from early spring to late fall.

§§ A barn-style screened door 
linking the new porch to the 
grilling deck evokes the bucolic 
heritage of the lovely rolling 
countryside that once used for 
grazing; the grill shares a foot-
print with a nearby Jacuzzi.

§§ The lower-level flagstone patio 
is ideal for alfresco dining. Cov-
ered in stain-grade ceiling panels 
and adorned with recessed lights 
and ceiling fans, the lower patio 
offers a vibrant open-air enter-
tainment space day and evening. 
A swinging couch whimsically 
completes the eclectic outdoor 
conversation pit.

§§ With ping pong tables and 
other games nearby, the lower 
footprint provides every diver-
sion a school-age child and 
their friends might want.

§§ Meanwhile; the upper 
screened-in porch boasts an 
easy, comfortable segue from 
the kitchen or family room. 
The plan circulates beautifully 
in any season.
The project was named “Best 

Exterior” in eleven south Atlantic 
states in the National Association 
of the Remodeling Industry’s an-
nual “Contractor of the Year” 
(COTY) competition.

For more information, call: 
703-641-9800 or visit: www.Mi-
chaelNashKitchens.com  

John Byrd has been writ-
ing about home improve-
ment for 30 years. He can 
be reached @ 703-715-8006, 
www.HomeFrontsNews.com 
or byrdmatx@gmail.com. 
Send photos of interesting re-
modeling projects to: b2b@
homefrontsnews.com 

Oh, the bucolic splendor

PHOTOS BY GREG HADLEY

A recently completed two-tier rear elevation makeover to a 5,000 square foot production 
house in Ashburn accommodates a wide array of outdoor entertainment needs for a family 
of five that includes three school age children.

BEFORE.  Owners were looking for an organic way to 
sequester the children’s activity play zones from more the 
relaxed adult pursuits to be provided in a dramatically 
enlarged screened-in porch.


