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OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 & 12

The new Georgian
style façade includes
a brick surfaced
porch, an Adam-style
entry and a second
level balcony with
balustrades. Michael
Nash resolved inherent site problems by
deploying deep footings as foundation
support, eliminating
the need to excavate.

2400 Sugarberry Court, Reston • $639,900
Open Sunday 1-4 p.m. • Chris Cochran
Weichert, 703-593-4954
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House on a Hill
Contemporary in Oakton transformed into welcoming
southern colonial.
By John Byrd
Special to the Connection

unstville, Ala. is a pretty small town—
yet it has three historic districts and
more homes in the national register
than most places twice its size. Growing up in such a community, Gina Jones is understandably attracted to welcoming porches and grand
foyers—hallmarks of the antebellum style.
Alas, when Jones, an Internet publisher, relocated
to Northern Virginia ten years ago, the place that
came closest to suiting her family’s needs was an
Oakton contemporary— one of four on a private
drive at the top of a hill.
Jones adapted to her new setting just fine. But
after occupying the house for a few years, certain
shortcomings became apparent.
“I was looking for a larger master bedroom, a guest
room… and I really wanted a front porch and a
foyer,” Jones recalls. “The foyer was important in
my childhood home. It’s where the house begins”
The practical problem with the last part of the vision, however, was the steeply sloping grade immediately outside the existing front door. The more
Jones learned about her home’s inherent site problems, in fact, the more the search for new square
footage became concentrated on the rear elevation.
“We wanted to stick to our budget,” Jones recalls
“so the remodeling proposals we received were all
focused on the back of the house.”
It was at this juncture that Jones met Sonny
Nazemian, president of Michael Nash Kitchens and
Homes.
“Sonny plan’s not only made our new façade feasible— but actually created more square footage than
we’d thought we could afford,” Jones explains.
“Naturally, we were thrilled with that.”
The existing front patio served as a 14-foot by 26foot template for a two-level enclosure.
The lower level now accommodates a spacious
foyer with ten foot ceilings, a first level guest room
and a full bath. On the second level, the project co-
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opted one of three existing bedrooms to form a substantially larger master bedroom suite.
Best yet, the new site plan permits a top item on
the wish list: a 25-foot-long, two level front porch
that, Jones says, evokes the graciously welcoming
facade of her childhood home.
Inside, the new interior faithfully explores late 18th
century decorum in detailing appropriate to several
period collectibles and antiques.
Beginning with an Adam-style front door bordered
by sidelights and a Palladium window, the foyer is
embellished in hardwood flooring, crown molding
and embossed knee high panels. Two Doric columns
on either side of a stair accessing the main living area
are both decorative and structural.
Adjacent to the foyer, the new first level addition
provides for a home office that doubles as a guest
suite with a private entrance. The suite includes a
full bath finished in Brazilian slate-tile, granite
countertops and cherry cabinetry.
Upstairs, the new front-facing master bedroom is
more than double the size of its predecessor.
The master suite opens out onto the upstairs porch
with a stunning view of wooded acreage abutting the
property.
In a corner of the master suite, Nazemian installed
a gas fireplace, elevating it for visibility from the bed.
“It’s a Bed and Breakfast fireplace,” Jones said, “and
it’s also an effective heat source.”
The master bath features a double vanity and soaking tub, a walk-in shower and heated floors and towel
racks. Structured porcelain covers the floors, shower
and tub surrounds; the cherry cabinets have granite
countertops.
Standard oak floors and wall-to-wall carpeting were
replaced with a richly stained Brazilian woods.
“It’s the details that make the whole house so cohesive,” Jones said.
To give the eclectic architecture a unifying cast, the
exterior elevations are clad in cedar shake and painted
a vivid Wedgwood blue.
“It just works beautifully,” Jones said. “And it feels
like home.”

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

Ashburn
20470 Fordham Terr...........$379,900....Sun 1-4..............Diana Miller..........Century 21 .. 571-218-9095

Clifton
12809 Wycklow Dr..........$1,375,000....Sun 1-4..Carol Hermandorfer.....Long & Foster .. 703-503-1812
7513 Detwiller Dr ............ $1,095,000....Sun 1-4....Marguerite Roland..............RE/MAX .. 703-577-4538

Fairfax
4400 Braeburn Dr...............$550,000....Sun 2-4..............Carol Wilder........McEnearney .. 703-786-8635
5016 Wheatstone ............... $499,000....Sun 1-4........Jordan Heinrich.....Long & Foster .. 571-214-1989

Fairfax Station
7405 Rocky Ravine Dr........$824,950....Sun 1-4...Kathleen Quintarelli ............. Weichert .. 703-862-8808
9524 Oak Stream Ct ........... $559,900....Sun 1-4..............Dan Mleziva..............RE/MAX .. 703-380-9915

Herndon
12124 Eddyspark Dr...........$490,000..Sun 12-4............Mike Pearson..............RE/MAX .. 703-677-6900
13003 Monroe Manor Dr....$729,900....Sun 1-4 ............. Ash Thuthija ............. Loudoun .. 703-723-3434

Kingstowne/Alexandria
6520 Telegraph Rd ............. $535,000....Sun 1-4...........Jodi Verboom..Coldwell Banker .. 703-599-4153

Leesburg
40994 Waxwing Dr.............$685,000....Sun 2-4...............Scott Koval .... Samson Props .. 703-625-3446

McLean
1497 Teague Dr...............$1,748,000....Sun 1-4..................Pat Buck ........McEnearney .. 571-235-0004
6893 Chelsea Rd ................ $700,000....Sun 1-4..........Jenifer Justice ............. Weichert .. 703-623-8373

Oakton
11001 Sweetmeadow Dr..$1,274,999....Sun 1-4.....Daphne Hendricks...........Prudential .. 703-691-7853

Reston
1505 Deer Point Way..........$529,000....Sun 1-4 ............. Elaine Smith....Keller Williams .. 703-304-8007
2400 Sugarberry Ct ...........$639,900....Sun 1-4...........Chris Cochran ............. Weichert .. 703-593-4954
11211 Bradbury Ln.............$675,000....Sun 1-4..Mirjana Stanisavljev.....Long & Foster .. 703-437-3800

South Riding
25636 Creek Run Terr.........$470,000....Sun 1-4..........Suzanne Burch..........Century 21 .. 703-328-5606

Sterling
20451 Swecker Farm Pl......$540,000....Sun 1-4...............Dina Azzam..............RE/MAX .. 703-403-3830
9 Glengyle Ct......................$339,000....Sun 1-4..............Star Morrad....Keller Williams .. 703-562-1800

Vienna
9694 Farmside Pl ............... $490,000....Sun 1-4...............Ted Kramer..................Chase .. 703-304-1140
9900 Chappell Ln ............... $985,000....Sun 1-4......Steve Deleyiannis..Coldwell Banker .. 703-966-6062
8324 2nd Ave.....................$538,888....Sun 1-4...............Bob Dooley .... Samson Props .. 703-581-5758

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,
please call Karen Pechacek-Washburn
at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail the info to
kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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