wer and Mike Rachbin knew I:th'
wiould nibsied 1o resmddel the ketchan In
thair 1 984-vintage ranch when they
bought their home in 2001, The home's
galey Witchen was too small, outdated
and poorly equipped for their needs,
“I"m somewhat of 8 gounmiet cook and
I bow by &penid (e (0 the kitchen," Sue
says. “The krtghen was |ust too cramped
to work in. The appliances, particularly
the ebeciric cooklop, were really sub-
standard, Worse, the double gvens in the
wall were a turguoise color,” she says
In addition, thare was mo room 1o st
dewn and enjoy a casual meal or just
enjoy @ cup of coffes. The caly oplion
was 10 5it In the formal dining room. For
a couple That enjoyed spending time in
the Wtchen, it just didn™t work.

THE PLEH

Sue started gathering ideas for har new
kitchen fram high-end kifchen remodel-
ing magazines and Boos,

"1 wanted something elegani,” she
says. “And we didn't want bo Mg of
knock down any walls, Wa had a family
roam niext to the galley Kifchen and we
wanted fo turm thal inlo the new
kitchen ™ Sue says.

After a bocal architect fold Sue fhers
wasn't room o mmplement her ideas, sh
drew wp her own plans and contacted
Sonny Nazemian, oener and president of
Michael Hash Custom Kitchens &
Hoemes, Together, they worked hard wsing
Michael Mash's experienced design stafl
toy brirgg the fimal fouches ta life.

THE CEALLENGE

“The biggest chaltenge for ouw project
tearn was taking &n exsiing Iwang space
and transdoeming il into & fully functional
krtehen, " 4 Mazemian. “We had to being
added electncal capacity indo the space, as
wedl as niw gas and plumibing lines whene
none had previously sosied,™ he SBys

1UIY

THE REW EITCHEN

The new design called for the previous
galley kitchen o become & confinuation
of the new kifchen, but in the form of the
butler’s pantry. 1t was transformed into a
wed bar and espressn bar with a stainless
sheal sink and a wing cooler. It akso fea-
tures sigmficant cabinet space for shor-
ing the Rachiin's china and crystal.

The Farmily room B2came the new
kitchen area, 185 canter plece is a 4'y &
island which allows seating for eating.
rerlaxing and entertaining. Complete with
a granite countertop and a small stain-
les% stel ink, It provides an anchar for
the kitchén.

The new ream’s perimeter combines
high-end cabinetry with commercial-
grade appliances. The new Kitchen touts

a Sub Jers refregerator, 3 Décor gas
range tog, bwo Décor bullt-in convection
pwans wilh 8 wasming drawer and a full-
sized stainless sieal undercownter sink,

“We were making a significant invest-
renl in the remodel, so wa decided it
wi&s important to do it Aght,” Sue Says
“Bacause | love [0 cook, that meant
incheding peremium appdiances.

Agditionally, the new kilchen features
beautifully finished cabinets with loks o
Storags.

The kitchen and butler's pantry fea-
tures darker wood with rope detailing that
et it @ custom feel, & well as cusbom
pulls and handles. The sland cabinets
arg ||g_hl:|3r witlh & warm tan wash that
complements the sther cabinets, as weall
a% b kilehen's aak wood Tlkoors
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HEARTH OF THE HOME

“A really beaufiful featurs is & custom
mantle that creates a hearth dver the
cookiop,” Sue says. “It really warms up

the kitchan,®

The finishing towch incluged adding
wood flooring in the butler pantry 0
match the existing 30-year-old oak

floces throughout the rest of the house.
While the existing floor in the comeried
area had a wood floor, the galley
kitchen had besn prévipusly covensd
vaith wimyl, The Michasl Mash team
extended the wood floor into the but-
ker's pantry and completely refinished
and stained the enfire kitchen floor so it
blends in,

SPECIAL FEATURES
“The homeswners really wanted the

kitchen to be the centerpiece of their
home,” says Sonny Haremian. “As

such, they wanted to be able (o watch
televrsion while sitting at thie island. 5o,
we installed a buill in beledsion unid
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with pocket doors built inte the wall
above the gvens, This was buill across

from the island providing a cléar vigw al
the television,™ he says,

The kitchen also features a breck gas
fireplace with a glass enchosure. Michael
Mash brought a new gas line into the
kitchen for the appliances and new fire-
place. “We reconditioned the existing
beick surraunding the fireplace, o
include spme additional fexturs and
warmih," Sonny says.

SINGLE SOURCE RESPOMSIEILITY

Al of this work from the gas fireplace to
refinishing the 30-yearald hardwood
fioor to retouching the brick fireplace fo
adding plumbing for two sinks 10 elec-
trical and lighting was dong by the able
in-house staft of Michael Nash. The
entire project was quoted at the begin-
ning of the job and included all the spe-
cialty waork with nd unknown contn-
gency charges latér on.

THE HEART OF THE HOME
“We live In owr new kitchen,” Sue says.
“My husband and | spend lots of time in
it. It really is the heart of our home,”
she says.

“Before when people came ower, nd
ane could really come into the kitchen

becaute thire wasn't room, Mow, people
can gather around the sland and chat,”
Sue says, “And with thres sinks, if they
enpy cooking, they can cook with me."”

WORTH THE EFFORT

For the three months the remodel was
taking place, thi Rachlin's used their
laundry room as a kifchon. |1 had & Sink
and the project feam moved a
microwave and refrigesator inlo the
room for Sue and Mike {0 use,

"It was painful nal having a kitehen,”
Sue comments. "But people told us
wi'd forget about that onte we had our
fiew Kifchen and we pretty much have.”

EFILDEHE

Since the kitchen propect, Sue and Mike
have enlisted Michaal Nash to redo their
foyer. Bacause you can sea the kitchen
from the foyer, the poject incheded
adding porcelain tiles that matched tha
grante countertops in the Kitchen.

“Tha kitchen is 50 beautiful we didn't
wanl b shiut i ofl" Sus ceys. "S0 now
it's ail ted fogether and it looks really
beautiful. Wa are very happy clients.”

Source for his arficle:

Aichas! Nash Custpm Eifchent § Homes, [ng.

8530-C Lee Highway

Fairfax, ¥4 22031
Coadact: Somty Nprsmran
(P0E3) 61 2800

e e haalog siikalrhans com

Products

Custom cabipets by Michael Nash
Granite cowntertops
Décor gas cooktop
Décor built-in gverrs and

Warming drawer
Sub Tero refrigerator & Wine cooler
Stamnless steel undercounter sinks (3)
Hardwood floors




